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FOR THE SECRETARY FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PGOV, JO,XF 

SUBJECT: TALK WITH HUSSEIN- AREA SITUATION 

1 . 1 HAVE JUST COME FROM A LONG MEETING WITH THE KING. 

SEPTEL FOLLOWS WITH ALL THE DETAILS OF HIS RECENT 
VISITS TO AREA CAPITALS. IN EFFECT, HE BELIEVES HE 
HAS MOVED THE OTHER ARAB LEADERS CLOSER TO GENEVA. 

THE PROCESS WHICH HE FEELS MUST BE FOLLOWED IS A 
SUMMIT MEETING OF EGYPT AND SYRIA. WITH JORDAN, THE 
PLO AND PROBABLY SAUDI ARABIA IN ATTENDANCE. ASAD 
WAS FIRM AND DIFFICULT. BUT IS PERSUADED THAT IF 
ARABS CAN AGREE ON SUBSTANCE AND ALSO ON THE FACT 
THAT THERE WILL BE NO SEPARATE DEALS HE IS LIKELY TO 
COME TO GENEVA. SADAT IS HARDER AND LEFT KING WITH 
STRONG IMPRESSION THAT HE WANTS TO RETAIN MAXIMUM 
FREEDOM OF ACTION TO WORK OUT A SEPARATE ARRANGEMENT 
WITH THE ISRAELIS. THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE IF SYRIA 
BLOCKS PROGRESS TOWARD GENEVA. KING IS OBVIOUSLY 
UNCOMFORTABLE IN THE CENTER. 

2. KING SAYS HE BELIEVES SAUDIS ARE RECEPTIVE TO 
HIS PUSH FOR A SUMMIT WHERE POSITIONS ON SUBSTANCE 
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COULD BE WORKED OUT AND WHERE ARABS WOULD MAKE A 
COMMITMENT TO STICK TOGETHER. HE IS WRITING KING 
KHALID TO SEE IF SAUDIS WILL PUSH FORWARD ON GETTING 
SADAT AND ASAD TO MEET. SYRIAN-EGYPTIAN DIFFERENCES 
ARE MAINLY PERSONAL AND NOT SUBSTANTIVE. HOWEVER, 

THEY SEEM COMPLETELY TO HAVE ECLIPSED. THE ARAB 
CONTINUING FOCUS ON THE PROCEDURAL SUGGESTIONS MADE 
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IN THE PRESIDENT'S LAST LETTER TO ARAB HEADS OF STATE. 
KING DOES NOT BELIEVE OUR IDEAS WILL RECEIVE SERIOUS 
CONSIDERATION UNTIL ARABS CAN GET TOGETHER. IF 
THEY DO, HE IS REASONABLY HOPEFUL THAT WITH SAUDI 
HELP, POSITION CAN BE WORKED OUT WHICH WILL OPEN THE 
WAY. 

3. CURRENTLY HE IS EXHAUSTED FROM HAVING BEEN THE 
SURROGATE TARGET IN ASAD'S PRESENCE FOR ATTACKS 
AGAINST SADAT AND VICE VERSA. 

4. FROM WHAT KING HAS TOLD ME, PRINCIPAL STUMBLING 
BLOCK FOR THE MOMENT SEEMS TO BE INTER-ARAB 
SQUABBLING, PARTICULARLY BETWEEN SYRIA AND EGYPT. 

THIS HAS ALWAYS BEEN DANGEROUS GROUND FOR US TO TREAD 
ON. HOWEVER, IDEA OF SAUDIS GETTING MAJOR PARTIES 
TOGETHER IS PROBABLY A GOOD ONE AND I BELIEVE WE 
SHOULD GIVE CAREFUL THOUGHT TO THE POSSIBILITY 

OF SOUNDING OUT SAUDIS FURTHER AND REINFORCING 
KING'S SUGGESTION TO THEM THAT THEIR PUSH IS NEEDED 
TO BRING ABOUT THE NECESSARY MEETING LEADING TO 
FURTHER COORDINATION. ASAD AND KING DO NOT PLAN TO 
RESPOND TO PRESIDENT'S LETTER FOR THE MOMENT. 

PICKERING 

SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONAL OPINION, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, CAT-B, MEETING REPORTS, SUMMIT MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 08-Nov-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977AMMAN08236 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: I 

Expiration: 

Film Number: n/a 
Format: TEL 
From: AMMAN 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 2 

Legacy Key: linkl 977/newtext/tl 9771 186/aaaacvmq. tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 

Message ID: f041d51f-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 683151 
Secure: LOCK1 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TALK WITH HUSSEIN-ARAB SITUATION 
TAGS: PGOV, PDEV, JO, XF, EG, US, IS, (HUSAYN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f041 d51 f-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



